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CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS — EASING 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I rise to inform the house that on Sunday the 
Western Australian government released its own road map for reducing restrictions and building a COVID-19 safe 
economy in Western Australia. Our state is in an enviable positon, with very low numbers of both new and active 
cases, broad testing criteria and strong border controls, not to mention the Western Australian public who have 
been diligent in adhering to social distancing measures and practising good hygiene. This means that we can 
continue to carefully and cautiously remove and reduce restrictions. 
Phase 1, which is already in effect, involved raising the limit on gatherings to 10 people, reopening schools for 
term 2 and allowing some additional non-contact activities. Phase 2 will commence on Monday, 18 May. The limit 
of people at gatherings will be raised to 20 from 10. Intrastate travel restrictions will also change, reducing the 
number of current borders within WA from 13 to only four, not including the commonwealth’s biosecurity area. 
The new regional boundaries will allow travel between the south west, the great southern, the wheatbelt, and the 
Perth and Peel regions; between the midwest and the Gascoyne and Pilbara regions; within the goldfields and 
Esperance region; and between the Kimberley local government areas. Restaurants and cafes may reopen for 
dine-in service, along with places of worship, libraries, community centres and community facilities, with a 20-patron 
limit. Indoor and outdoor fitness classes and non-contact sport and training will be allowed for groups of up to 20 
using minimal shared equipment. We also encourage a return to work rather than working from home for those 
who are not unwell or vulnerable. 
I encourage all Western Australians, as well as members of the house, to familiarise themselves with the changes 
announced. These new restrictions will be in place for around three to four weeks to assess what impact, if any, they 
have on our case numbers before we can move to phase 3. As always, we will be driven by the best WA-specific 
health advice. We trust that this will give Western Australians, including the business community, some guidance 
as to what the coming weeks will look like. Our careful and cautious approach to this pandemic has served us well 
so far and we believe that this is the best course of action to get Western Australians back to work safely and begin 
the process of restarting the state’s economy. 
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